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Agenda Item 6 (a)

     APPENDIX A

LEIGHTON BUZZARD MARKET CANCELLATION POLICY 2018

This Policy was endorsed on xx/xx/2018.

The Council has the right to cancel the market at short notice and at their absolute 
discretion if they consider this to be necessary on the grounds of public safety. 

ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS 

The Council monitors all weather conditions to include adverse and severe warnings for 
rainfall, snow, ice and high winds. The decision to cancel the erection of market 
gazebos/umbrellas will be taken when the predicted or actual weather conditions are 
considered to present too high a risk of harm to the public, traders and Council staff or 
damage to property or equipment. The Council needs to be confident that all 
responsibilities and liabilities are managed reasonably.

In making the decision not to erect stall structures it is the Council’s approach:

 To ensure that safety is of paramount importance for the public, traders and 
Council employees.

 To ensure that the market is managed in a consistent manor. 
 To be fair and consistent having listened to trader feedback that it is unfair to 

allow traders that do not require a council market stall to trade when traders 
that do, cannot.

 When possible, to notify traders of the decision “in advance” to reduce the level 
of losses that the traders may incur and allow traders to make alternative 
arrangements.

 To undertake its management of the market with due diligence in keeping with 
its responsibilities and liabilities.

The Council’s approach in relation to managing wind speed and gusts:

 If wind speeds and/or gusts are predicted to be up to 30mph. Gazebos may be 
erected with extra weights but no side/back covers to be added and may be 
strapped together for extra security.

 Permit traders to leave their vehicles on the High Street to block the wind and/or 
be used as ballast when wind speed and/or gusts are predicted to reach 30mph 
or when it is evident that the wind is causing stalls to be buffeted too much and 
too frequently. In addition, Market Manager or his/her representative may 
advise/instruct traders to remove side/back covers (this may result in some 
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traders opting to leave as their 
products then become exposed to the weather conditions).

 Closely monitor the impact of wind speeds and/or gusts when it reaches or is 
predicted to be between 30 to 40 mph with preparation to not erect 
gazebos/umbrellas.

 To prepare to instruct non-erection of gazebos/umbrellas if predictions for wind 
speed and/or gusts are to reach over 40mph.

The Council’s arrangements for responding erecting stall equipment in snow 
and severe icy conditions underfoot.

 If severe ice is present (after heavy snowfall/frozen slush, etc.) gazebos may 
not be erected. This to be determined by Market Manager or his/her 
representative.

In making the decision not to erect gazebos/umbrellas for whatever reasons, the 
Council’s approach will be:

 To allow traders that do not require a council market stall to trade using their 
own equipment and allow the remaining traders to be able to trade from their 
vehicles. All traders may be given permission to trade from their vehicles.

CHARGING 

a) When the Council makes the decision to cancel the market the day before, 
traders are not charged.

b) If the Council closes the market on the day before 12noon, traders are not 
charged.

c) Should closure take place after 12noon, traders will be charged half rent.
d) For any unexpected, on the day operational problems arising (parked cars on 

pitches, etc.), Market Manager or his/her representative may reduce the pitch 
fee to a reasonable amount up to yet not exceeding 50% for those traders 
affected.

N.B.

The decision to allow trading remains solely with the Council. Regardless of whether 
the Council makes the decision to erect gazebos/umbrellas or not on the day, it 
continues to incur running costs and expenditure as if the market was in normal 
operation.


